
1.  Is there an appropriate measurable postsecondary goal or goals that covers education or training, employment, and, as needed, independent living? 
KEY POINTS: 

o Postsecondary Goals (PSG) are required in the areas of education/training and career/employment. The decision as to whether or not to include a PSG in the area of independent living skills rests with the IEP Staffing Team (check with your Director for district/BOCES policy) and should be based on transition assessment. If no goal is needed for independent living skills, nothing needs to be written in this area, although an n/a is always preferable to leaving something blank. However, any goal written must be measurable. 

o The PSG must focus on what the student will do after exiting the public school system. A Transition Program for 18-21 year old students is part of the public education continuum and still provides a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) to students with disabilities. For those students, the PSG must address what will occur after the student completes that program. 

o Use the word “will” when describing the PSG. ―Wants,‖ ―wishes,‖ ―hopes to,‖ and other similar words are not measurable and will not meet compliance. 

o The PSG must be an actual outcome and not an activity or process. ―Seeks,‖ ―pursues,‖ ―continues,‖ ―learns,‖ and ―applies‖ are processes, not outcomes. ―Applying‖ to a college or ―seeking‖ employment is therefore not considered a measurable postsecondary outcome and will not meet compliance. 

o Best practice is to use active rather than passive voice; e.g., ―The student will participate in on-the-job training,‖ rather than, ―Will receive on-the-job-training.‖ 

o The use of one word such as ―military,‖ ―nurse,‖ or ―college,‖ is not a measurable PSG. The outcome must be stated as an end result; ―The student will enlist in the Army.‖ 

o The PSG should succinctly state what the student will do and be based on findings from transition assessments conducted with the student. 

o On very rare occasions, the IEP team, after carefully considering the severity of the student’s condition and his/her unique needs, may determine that a postsecondary goal in education/training and/or career/employment would be inappropriate. In such a case, it would be acceptable to state, ―Due to the significant support needs of this student, the student will not be employed and/or attend postsecondary training.‖ In this rare instance, the student must have an independent living skills PSG, and the IEP would strongly focus on independent living skills based on the student’s unique and individual needs. 

o PSGs in education/training, career/employment, and if appropriate, independent living, must have corresponding annual goals and transition services. 

· Please be advised that meeting federal requirements ensures compliance. Administrative Units may set their standards higher. Consult with your Director of Special Education for clarification about your local requirements.

	PSG EDUCATION/TRAINING



	· After graduation, Henry will attend Bel-Rea Institute of Animal Technology in Denver to become a Vet Tech. 

	· After high school, Jackie will participate in on the job training at Wellington Animal Clinic. 

	· Following exit from the district’s 18-21 year old program, Maria will complete vocational training at the Denver Culinary Institute. 

	· Following high school, Troy will attend a four year college for business management. 

	· Damian will attend a community based employment program after he ages out of school. 



	PSG CAREER/EMPLOYMENT 



	· Carl will work as a manager of a McDonalds. 

	· Because of the significance of Max’s support needs, the IEP team has determined that he will not be employed after aging out of district services. 

	· Following graduation, Ashley will have volunteer positions in the community with support of the local community center board, but not paid employment. 

	· While attending a two-year college I will work part-time at PetSmart. After graduating from a two-year college with my associate’s degree, I will work full-time as a vet tech. 

	· Following high school, Paul will work at the local hospital with a job coach. 



	PSG INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS 



	· After graduation, Bill will live at home and participate to the maximum extent possible in his daily routines (e.g. feeding, dressing, bathing, etc.) through the use of technology. 

	· After completion of the 18-21 year old program, Jackie will prepare for each day by dressing and feeding herself with assistance. 

	· Barry will live independently in his own home, direct his own supports, schedule medical and work appointments, pay his own bills, acquire various types of insurance, and access services in his community. 

	· Following Devon’s aging out of the school system, he will live semi-independently with a roommate in an assisted living environment and utilize public transportation to access his community. 

	· N/A- Based on TPI assessment data, June has the skills to live independently. 


2.  Is (are) the postsecondary goal(s) updated annually? 
An IEP that is compliant in the area of annually updating measurable postsecondary goals will meet the following criteria: 

o The postsecondary goals for education/training, career/employment, and as needed, independent living skills, are documented in the student’s current IEP. 

o If all three PSGs are reviewed as compliant (which could include “has needed skills”  for the independent living skills PSG), this section will be reviewed as having met compliance criteria. 

o If any of the PSGs are reviewed as noncompliant, this section will be reviewed as noncompliant. 

o The only way this area can be corrected is by correcting the PSGs. 
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