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SLV BOCES RECOMMENDED FOLLOW-UP FOR CHILDREN IDENTIFIED AS HAVING AN “EDUCATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT HEARING LOSS” AS DEFINED BY THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

According to the “School Audiology Services: Standards of Practice” developed by the Colorado Department of Education Exceptional Student Services: “All individuals who meet the audiologic criteria for educationally significant hearing loss are referred to a building level team for consideration of special education assessment and individual education planning.”  The suggested process is as follows:

Pre-referral

Conference:

A process exists to consider all individuals with Educationally Significant Hearing Loss (ESHL) in order to determine if educational modifications/accommodations are needed.  When there is an indication of disability a special education referral must be made.

This process includes the following:

1. In following up on children referred the School Nurses’ hearing screening programs, the
Audiology Department at BOCES sends reports to the School Nurse which indicate if a

student’s audiology screenings meet the criteria for an ESHL

2.   The School Nurse coordinates the distribution and timely collection of the  S.I.F.T.E.R.  Screening Instrument to all mainstreamed students with an educational significant hearing loss who are not receiving special education services.  The S.I.F.T.E.R. is a tool for monitoring school performance and to insure that the student’s school performance is not eroding from the effects of their hearing loss.  It assesses the following areas:

Academics

Attention

Communication

Class Participation

School Behavior

3.   Following the teachers’ completion of the S.I.F.T.E.R., the School Nurse scores the S.I.F.T.E.R.  If a child fails in one or more content area, results are forwarded to the school’s problem solving team.  The team reviews the student’s progress and may choose to perform assessments as appropriate to district criteria. As appropriate, the team reviews all student records and discusses observations and performance of the individual to determine if interventions are warranted.   The problem solving team may request a member of the BOCES Audiology Department be present to further define type of hearing loss or the BOCES Consultant for Instruction for the Deaf and Heard of Hearing be present to assist with suggesting accommodations and/or modifications and teaching strategies. 

4. Classroom accommodations and/or modifications should be implemented immediately upon identification of need and the individual’s response to these accommodations is included as part of the team’s future reviews.

5. The team considers referral for a 504 plan and continuation of needed accommodations within

 regular education when appropriate.

6. In addition, due to the known educational risks of hearing loss, annual monitoring (repeating S.I.F.T.E.R. process outlined above) of all individuals with educationally significant hearing impairment at the building level should occur to identify any potential concerns that would require assessment for special education and related services. 

7. The outcome of the pre-referral conference is documented in the students’ building records.  A copy of the S.I.F.T.E.R. and documentation of the building level Team involvement should be forwarded to the Audiology Department at BOCES.
8. When a special education referral is made, BOCES becomes involved, parents are informed of the reasons for referral and parent permission for assessment is obtained.
9. If a child identified as having an ESHL already has an IEP, a copy of the audiology

screenings will be incorporated into the student’s file by the Audiology Department at BOCES.  The School Nurse forwards a copy of the screenings to appropriate teachers (Resource Room, Extended Services, Mainstream Teachers, Music Teachers etc) within the school. 

10. Students with an IEP who have an ESHL will have Audiologist and/or Deaf Educator invited 
to all IEP meetings and a copy of a completed “Classroom Accommodation for Hearing Impaired Student” form must be attached to the IEP.
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