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COVID-19 PROTOCOLS AND MITIGATION PRACTICES

While this school year’s COVID-19 guidance from CDPHE has no new requirements, it has been simplified to further align with routine response to other infectious illnesses. The health and safety of our staff and families is our top priority. For the 2022-23 school year, SLV BOCES will continue with in-person working four days a week and one Friday workday per month. We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation in our county on a regular basis and make changes where needed. SLV BOCES leadership is in constant communication with Alamosa County Public Health (ACPH), and we will make adjustments to our plans, if needed. For the latest information on COVID-19 in Alamosa County, please visit the Community COVID Levels. You can also visit the ACPH vaccine site for vaccine information. For up-to-date information on where to get tested, you can visit the ACPH site here. 

2022–23 SLV BOCES COVID-19 Protocols/Procedures
Face Coverings:
· Masks are completely voluntary and not required in SLV BOCES. CDC recommends mask wearing indoors when COVID transmission is high.
· Harassment, shaming, or bullying of staff for wearing or for not wearing masks will not be tolerated.
Isolation:
· SLV BOCES will require any staff who are COVID-positive to follow these isolation guidelines.
· CDPHE recommends that if you have tested positive for COVID-19, you should isolate. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 and are waiting for your test results, or you have symptoms and have not been tested yet, isolation is suggested. Isolation means staying at home and away from other people until you are likely no longer contagious. For the most up-to-date information on isolation recommendations, please visit the CDPHE website.
· CDPHE guidelines recommend that staff members who test positive for COVID-19 will need to:
· Stay home for 5 days.
· If symptoms are gone or are resolving, you may return to school on day 6.
· If you have a fever on day 5, you must stay home until you have been fever free for 24 hours without using fever-reducing medication and other symptoms are resolved.
General Guidelines for Symptomatic Staff/Students:
· Regardless of vaccination status, staff who show symptoms commonly associated with COVID-19 (Feeling feverish, having chills; Temperature of 100.4F or greater; new or worsening cough; sore throat; shortness of breath or difficulty breathing; loss of taste or smell; runny nose or congestion; muscle or body aches; headache; fatigue; nausea or vomiting; or diarrhea) that are not consistent with symptoms of an existing chronic condition and unchanged from their baseline may be sent home. See Symptom flow sheet for more information.
· Staff can return to work once symptoms have resolved.
· COVID-19 testing is recommended. If the staff member receives a positive test result, isolation guidelines should be followed.
COVID-19 Testing:
· If staff need a COVID-19 test, please visit the ACPH website for more information.
· SLV BOCES may be able to provide at-home tests, if supplies are available.
Disinfection and hand hygiene will continue to be a priority as was prior to the pandemic.  Regular cleaning, disinfecting and hand washing will continue to occur.
Visitors:
· Visitors will continue to be allowed in the SLV BOCES.
· If you are sick, we ask that you not enter any SLV BOCES facilities.
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